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Al Asha'ir Mosque
in Zabid

) The Al Asha’ir mosque is located near the souq of Zabid
city, and was established by the Prophet’s companion Abu
Mousa Al Asha’ri in 629 A.D. One of the first mosques
in Yemen, it was built immediately after the Yemenis
embraced Islam and hence holds considerable spiritual
and historical importance. The mosque was expanded
by Al Hussein bin Salama, and later renovated by other
Rasulid sultans. However, the most important annexes
were made during the reign of the Taher family in the
era of King Al Mansour Abdul Wahhab bin Dawood in
1486 A.D. The mosque has remained the same until the
present day from the time it was referred to by the great
historian Ibn Al Badi'e in his book Boghiet Al Mustafid
or “The End of the Beneficiary’.

) The mosque has a rectangular shape (35.50 x 24.5
meters) and with an open nave of (5x11 meters). It is
surrounded by four porticos, the deepest of which is the
portico of the kiblah. The mosque can be entered from
the main gate located at the southern part, or through
other doors located in various parts of the mosque’s walls
which all lead directly to the portico of the kiblah. The
mihrab is not located at the middle of the kiblah wall
because of the repeated additions made to the mosque.
A wooden pulpit was also placed within the wall to the
cast of the mihrab. The pulpit dates back to 1542 A.D.
and is said to be made by the Ottoman Ruler Mustafa
Pasha Al Nashar. The mosque is covered with a flat
wooden ceiling and under the ceiling there used to be a
wooden pane of which very little stil%remains.

) The mosque’s minaret is located at the southern
portico and rests upon a square base topped by
octagonal body, decorated by rhombus shapes formed
by the intersections of lines. The minaret is covered by
a dome similar to other minarets to be found in Zabid,
especially the minaret of the Grand Mosque. There are a
number of buildings attached to the mosque, the most
important of which are Al Asha’ir Madrasa to the west,
two libraries containing rare manuscripts, and a porch
for women. At the portico of the kiblah is a wooden
chair made in 1520 A.D for the recital of the Prophet’s
Traditions.

) Like other mosques and schools which survived
time and history, the Al Asha’ir Mosque is known for
its porches made for expatriate students from all over
Yemen and the Islamic world. It became a destination
for all ascetics, worshippers and the pious who visited
the mosque for its sacredness and spirituality. As the
poet says, “If you pray in Al Asha’ir Mosque and you
extolled God several times at pulpits, then you will smell
the odor of Eden while Allah the Almighty is watching

you.



