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THE CITY OF AL-BAIDHA
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THE CITY
OF AL-BAIDHA

Al-Baidha is the administrative center of the

) governoratethatis268kmtothesoutheastofthe
capital Sana'a, 2250m above the sea level. It is
characterizedwithitsbeautyforitsbuildingsthat
looklike towers with theirstony baseand muddy
structure.

) The city of Al-Baidha has inherited its position
as a capital of Mikhlaf Sarw Mithhij from the city
of Hassa which had occupied that position until
the end of the 3rd century AH/ 9th AD. Hassa
is located to the east of Al-Baidha and is rich in
historical objects but it has become ruins now.

) Al-Agwa’a describes Al-Baidha by saying, « it is
like its name [Al-Baidha in Arabic means «the
whiteone»]whiteinbuildings, thirst-quenching,
fullofgrace,wetinedgesandhasodorousbreeze,
it looks like a beautiful tall lady». It was also
mentioned in the «the sum of the Yemeni cities
and tribes» atlas written by judge «Mohammed
Bin Ahmed Al-Hajri» who cited «it is a Himiari
town established by King Shammar Tharan who
used to take Hassa historical city as his capital».

) The reason for calling it Al-Baidha is referred to
thelofty whiterockthatcentersthe cityand with
the historical castle being built on it. The castle
is called «Shammar Tharan castle». The city is
featured with many historical sites such as the
castlementionedabovethatwasalsomentionedin
many historical sourcesthatindicated thatitwas
builtintheancientage by king ShammarTharan.
Thecityembraces Shammarmarketwhichisone
of the well-known Arab markets mentioned in
thehistoricalsourcesandreferredtobyindicating
that Al-Baidha was a public market connecting
the ArabianPeninsulawithitsnorthernpartsand
thatseveralforeign merchantswereusedtoflock
toit.The Shammar market, called now Al-Baidha
market, is dated back to the pre-Islamic era and
itis held in the center of the city every Thursday.
The market is a huge one with a variety of local
agricultural products being sold therein such as
grains, vegetablesand handicraftsanditisbeing
sought by people from different districts of the
governorate.



