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Al Muzafar Mosque and Madrasa

in Taiz City

) This building is an important religious structure
located at Zi Odaina area in Taiz City, and was
established by King Al Muzafar Youssef. Some
researchers suggest that it was constructed during
the first half of the king’s reign 1250 A.D. and
was the object of alterations and additions along
successive eras.

) The building retained a special status with the
rulers of the region down the ages, as it served as
the Grand Mosque of the city. It is also considered
an old example of the partly hanging schools, and
the first model of school architecture which was
adopted later by other Rasulid schools.

) The current Al Muzafar Mosque and Madrasa
consist of a prayer place (39.60 x 15.18 meters),
a front part and two side parts. The front part
contains a square space in the middle of which is
a mihrab that is covered with a big dome built on
knots. The eastern and western sides are covered
with a number of domes. South of the prayer place
is an open courtyard surrounded by porticos. The
minaret used to occupy the southeastern part of
this courtyard. Across the nave to the west side,
there is a flank with two small arches and a flat
ceiling. However, the marks of the eastern side
were obliterated, and are used now as lavatories and
ablution facilities.

) The building is known for its surreal appearance
of seeming to soar into the sky. Its characteristic
structure and different domes are surrounded
by rocky highlands in dark backgrounds. The
architecture of this building maintains a balance
between blocks and spaces, which is made it
apparent with fabulous decorations both inside and
outside. This can be especially seen in the interiors of
domes which are covered with various inscriptions
that give an overall effect of a tasteful and artistic
painting. The harmonious symphony in which the
various elements are repeated reflects the dexterity
of artists who designed such a variety of decorations
accurately, in order to make a record of Islamic art
and architecture through the ages.



