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GHAIMAN

) Ghaiman is located to the southeast of
Sana‘a in Bani Bahloul area. The ancestry
books attribute it to Dhi Ghaiman whose
ancestry is back to Himiar the youngest
BinShebaandthisissupported by Masnad
inscriptions that are dated back to the first
century AD.Thereis also an inscription on
thegateofGhaimanmosquethatindicates
that king Nasha Karb Yahamin was among
thebuilders of Ghaiman palacein thethird
century AD. Little has remain from the
archeologicalstructuresandaremainlyparts
and remains of walls and palaces of which
the mostimportantis Ghaiman fortwitha
palace in the center of it that could be the
palacementionedbyHamadaniinhisbook
“Al-Iklil” which says; “and there is a palace
calledGhaimanthatwaswonderfulwithits
round wall and itincluded a graveyard for
kings of Himiar” These remains are lines
of well-structured stones. The ground of
thepalaceyard was paved with white mica
stones. Water was preserved in “Karouf”
which are water tanks engraved in rocks
andarefilledduringrainyseasontobeused
uponneed.Themostimportantremainsin
Ghaimanisthegraveyardinthesoutheastof
the town known today as Ya'aouq hill and
is believed to be the graveyard of Himiar
kings and where the famous Yemeni king
AbiKarb Asa’ad (Asa’ad Al-Kamil) is buried
according to the poetic lines that say;
Ghaiman is surrounded by vines
Thataddedglamourandwonderfulscene
Init,peoplewereusedtoburyourancestors
and we shall be buried there too
Andoncewearedentedagain;inourgraves
there will be jewels.

) Itis worth noting that Imam Ahmed had
searched the graveyard in 1948 looking
for the grave of Asa’ad Al-Kamil and the
treasures he was expecting to find along
with his body, but he only found some
statues thatare exhibited currently in the
National Museum in Sana‘a.




