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Al Ghouayzi Fort
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Al Ghouayzi Fort

) It is one of the historical forts in Yemen, dat-
ing back to 1716 A.D., and was built during
the reign of the Al Kassadi Sultans who ruled
Hadhramaut at that time. This famous fort is
located at the northeastern entrance of Mekla
city, the capital of Hadhramaut.

) Historical sources suggest that the reason
for constructing the fort was to aid surveil-
lance efforts necessary to prevent military
raids against Mekla city. The city is situated
to the north of the Arabian Sea coast, and was
prone to incursions by the Katherite Sultanate
whose capital was the city of Sai'oon, as well as
the raids by the Kaetite Sultanate based in Al
Shahr city, who eventually captured Mekla city
and made it the capital of the sultanate.

) The fort consists of two floors, the first of
which has several rooms and windows in the
walls facing all directions. The second floor
has wide windows, with a 1.5 meter fence sur-
mounting the fort’s roof. The only access to the
fort is through stairs, which are paved in tra-
ditional style. The foundation of the building
was made with rocks, while the rest of the fort
was built with milk and hay mix except for the
ceiling which was made with palm trunks. The
exterior walls of the fort have been decorated
with gypsum.



