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OLD MARIB'S DAM
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The old Marib’s dam is dated back to the
eighth century BC. However, a German
expeditionhasconcludedinastudyinoneof
theolddamsofThinavalleythattheidea of
thedamconstructionhasundergoneseveral
stages throughout a long period of time
estimatedtobebetweenthebeginningofthe
second century and the first century BC.

Thedam has marked the Sheba civilization
andbecameYemen'smostfamousmonuments
andthegreatestancientgeometricstructure
in the Arabian peninsula because it was
well-locatedinthenarrowestspacebetween
the two cliffs; the northern Balag and the
southernBalaginThinavalleythatembraces
streamsfromthewaterfallsintheadjoining
heightsstretchingoverlargeareasofDhamar,
Rada’a,MuradandKholanwithrainyseason
that lasts from April to August. The dam
dischargesrainwaterstoirrigateAl-Janateen
lands of over 72000 Km2.The dam'’s body
is 720m length and 15m height and the
thicknessofthebaseis60m.Thedam’sbody
foundationswereoftremendousrocksand
abovethemamudwallcoveredwithstones.
Tothedam'sedges, thereare twodisposals
todischargewatertoirrigationnetworksand
channels.Thepurposeoftheolddamwasnot
onlytoretainwaterbutalsotoincreasethe
waterleveltoreach(thetwohighestplains);
theleftandtherightJanateen;Thedamhas
experiencedseveralcollapsesandundergone
severalrenovations;thelastofwhichwasin
547 AD during Abraha ruling. The walls of
thetwodisposalsarestillexistenttilltoday.



