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The Grand Mosque

in Sana'a
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The Grand Mosque

In Sana'a

B The Grazd Momgoe in Sana'a is one of the moss i
portanT mosgees, et just in Yamen bur n the whole
[alamic warkd. This Bisressic bailding |s believed to S
been first consprocred during che Bfe of the Mropdet
Munamemnad {may Alsh’s peace and blessings be upan
himn) én whe Seh vear AH. iz congdered m be among
thie world's eardiest mongues {the chind, m be precise),
preceied anly by che Qebal Mosgue and che Propher's
Meague in Aleding.

F It is nox definsely known who foeunded the mosooe,
bur it was constancly fenovared amd recoserruoed
thraughour the successive Islanic eras. At present, the
murse fas a recrargalar shape of T8 = 65 meners. The
extenior walls of the mosque were buile from basale
wiich is locally komws as“al habagh. Iocan ke acceswed
thiraugh 12 paves, and fies an open courrvard flanked
by particos froem all disecrinne. The mosgue has swno
mineres, one af Which & s over e mossie s nave
izl the other inside the wespern side, Two libraries
have also been bailt & anmexes o che moejue, an s
rignt and ice letr. Dommico des orere Later aoded mo ghel
ter the poof amd studentcs

b The mesyue i knoum for ies wooden cellings which
are covered with 2 profusion of decoracions char re
Hecr the ementdon Mualim rulers paid eo consrucrian
amd repowarion activickes. The cudling ot the mosogus
was ot dways che same; i wsed o be encircled in g
wooden wraparound on which inscripeions from dhe
Lruran and the Prophet’s raditions were written in
Kool smipe. As Far the wonden panels, they are dece
raved with three stles: the fior snde seems o reflece
e Limayyad o, epresenced in convadaslus branches
of planes from which prommude the acaniius or grape
lezes @l bunches or pinecones, in adidininn to peasls
{he meoomd sovie rofleces che Abbasd era dating back
ro Al Yalakar roga, Featuring the wyle of Samara and
arabesque The thind sivle features decorative elomenm
thar appeanest derEng the 12th century ALk, such as
thie star plare, the egg and the arrow decomtions,

b Tk Gorand Mnsque of %anda i an impeant aee
demic and religious inscomion char bas pnved a viml
role in Yenm over since the advent of klam, It @ also
an imtegrated archétectural schonol as it containe v
ous eemenes ot [damic achicecmare down the cemme
rics. Ad in all, it i ruly nne ot the great landmark s of
science amd caleare in Yonen,
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