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Na'ait

) Na'aitis one of the villages of Rayda district. It is
located in Bilad Kharif in Hashid, 12 km to the
east of Amran city. It is a well-known for its relics
datedbacktothe pre-Islamicera.Na'aitistheold
name of the city accordingtoaninscription (CIH.
107/2) that mentions (hajir Hamo/ Na'atum).
Na'ait is located on top of Thunain mountain
thatismentionedintheancientinscriptions. Al-
Hamadani mentioned the city in the 8th part of
his book (“Al-lkleel” which means “the crown”),
“I have looked into the remaining of the Yemeni
palaces and milestones other than Ghamdan
whichhasonlyonepartremainingbutlhaveseen
nothing like Na'ait, Marib and Dhahir but Na'ait
isthe bestItisa white round city, isolated at the
top of Thunain mountain againstTalafam Palace
which is a mountain in Surrat Hamdan. Among
the palaces of Naait is the “Grand Kingdom
Palace” called Yaraq and Thi Laoua Al-Muka'ab
(thecubic)duetoexternalcubestherein.Thereare
overtwentymajorpalaces,otherthanthecortege
rooms,anditusedtohaveacohesivewallofcarved
rocks.Allpalacestherehadanundergroundwater
tank that swallows every drop of water coming
fromupwards.Therearealsohugecylindersthat
areovertwentysquarecubitslongandeachhasa
spacefortwomenonly.Therearealsotheremains
ofironnailsthataresaidtobeusedasladdersand
sometimes candles might be put there and fire
wouldbeseenfromSufianmountainthatoverlooks
Ayan as well as Hadhour, Ras Muda, Thikhar and
Thahir Khizgan mountains. This description has
ledmanyresearchersandstudentsoftheYemeni
ancient history to visit Na'ait to watch in person
and make sureincluding the Austrian orientalist
Edward Glaser who visited it in 1882. Later on,
Khalil Yahia Nami visited it in 1936 and he
collectedandpublishedsomeofitsoldinscriptions.
Through Nami'’s description of the town, wefind
that Al-Hamadani had done quite a good job in
describing the city and the ornamentsin Na'ait’s
palace. Andthere arethese poetrylinesin praise
on Na'ait:

Whoever is ignorant of Himiar’s days
Andtheirimpactsinthe world, shall come to Na'ait
Wherehecanfindmarmoreal pillarsupon canals
And a marbled chair and palaces




