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AL-SHAHR CITY

P Thecityof Al-Shahrislocated onthe coast
of the Arabian Sea 62 km to the east of
Al-Mukalla. The oldest mention of this
city came by Al-Hamadani and its history
wasrevealedbythearcheological studies
conducted by the French expedition that
haveconcludedthatitslocationhadbeen
exploitedinthepre-Islamicagebecauseit
isbetweenSamahramporttotheeastand
Qanaporttothewest.Itwasanimportant
commercial market among the Arab
marketsbeforelslamanditwasfamousfor
its textile, olibanum, aloe and millet. But
thecitywasbestknownforolibanumthat
is attributed to it «Shahri olibanumy.

A poet has said;

{Go to Shahr and leave Oman,
If you didn't find dates there,
you will find olibanum}

) Al-Shahrusedtobesurroundedbywallfrom
all land directions. Some parts of the wall
havebeendestroyedbyPortuguesewhotook
controloverthecommercialroadsbetween
India and the Red Sea. However, the port
hasflourishedaftertheendofthePortuguese
dominance.VanDonProkehascametothe
portin 1613 AD to request permission for
Dutch people to exercise trade in the city
fromtheSultanwhoallowedthemtodoso.
Prokedescribedtheportasthemainportin
Hadhramoutandhereportedseeingabout
14 multi-national boats anchoring there.




