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THE CITY OF DHAFAR

) DhafarYarimreplaced Marib, the capital city
of the kingdom of Shiba, when it became a
capital of the Himiar State that ruled Yemen
in the pre-Islamic era. It was a transit on the
old caravans’road that started in Aden and
thenpassedbyDhafar,Sana'aandthroughthe
plateautoMeccathenMedinaandfinallythe
northernpartsoftheArabPeninsula.Theroad
was known as “Asa’ad way”in attribution to
the Himiari king “Asa’ad Al-kamil” whose
headquarters were in the city with its well-
known palace”Raydan Palace”. It used to be
a great city with only some walls and ruins
remainingaswellassomeinscriptionsinthe
mountain overlooking the city. One of the
majormilestonesofDhafarisOudAl-Thahab
cave thathasremainedinagood shapeand
SouqAl-layeltunnelwhichisasecrettunnel
sculptured through the mountain and
connectingthetwofrontsofit,butitisburied
currently.

" ) The city has a museum today which is a
modest building in the entrance of the city
encompassingavaluable collection ofrelics
foundduringthelastfewyearsandcollected
through selfinitiatives from the people who
placed them in the museum in order to let
visitors see what this civilization had left
behind.Itisoneofthemostimportanthistorical
andtouristdestinationsandamilestoneinAl-
Sadda district of Ibb governorate.




